CHAPTER IX.

SULTAN SELIM 'THE GRIM.'

In the spring of 918 (1512) Sultan Bayezid the Saint was
succeeded on the throne by his son Selfm, whom men learned
to call the Grim. l Till quite the close of his father's reign
Selim had been governor of Trebizond, where, although he
had lived peaceably enough, his bold and masterful temper
had found occasions to display itself, and had gained for
him the esteem of the martial Ottoman people, and above
all of the formidable legion of the Janissaries.

And so when Bayezid was grown old and infirm and had
shown a disposition to abdicate in favour of his more peace-
fully inclined son Ahmed, Selim, though the youngest of the
Imperial family, felt himself strong enough to make a dash
for the throne. He accordingly left his government of Tre-
bizond without permission, passed over to KafFa in the Crimea
where his own son Suleyman (afterwards Sultan Suleyman
the Magnificent) was governor, and thence crossed to Europe
at the head of a suite which in its proportions came near
to being an army. Bayezfd refused to see the son whose
unwarranted intrusion was not far off rebellion; but he gave
him a European government in place of Trebizond. As might
have been expected, Selim did not tarry long ere he marched
from this point of vantage on Constantinople. He entered

1 In Turkish, Yawuz.